
Hi everyone, 

I had the most amazing experience 
the weekend of October 9th, 2009.  I 
helped to build a three room house 
for a woman down in Mexicali, Mex-
ico.  Some 60 years ago she was a 
young girl of 16 and she ran off with 
a married man.  Her family, church 
and village shunned her.  She has 
had leprosy and is blind.  She has 
been widowed for some time and 
her niece and nephew from the 
United States said that was STUPID 
and committed themselves to this 
project.  I am sore.  I have scraps 
and it was a fantastic weekend.  She 
made me cry when she wanted to 
thank us and sang church hymns 
from when she was a child.  That 
was all she had to give and it was 
plenty!  I hope to remember this 
weekend, what an amazing opportu-
nity it is to have our problems.  Have 
a great week!  I am thinking always 
of all of you! 

~Tina Monji 
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The first photo is of the one room house that Raphaela lived in.  This is her whole 
house, her whole life.  The second photo is the beautiful three room home that volun-
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~Photos courtesy of Tina Monji.  The name of this charity is Club Dust. 


