
An Employee - Owned Company 

McHutchison President 

Mike Tizio presented 

awards.  Thank you go to 

the following recipients:  

Steve Huber --------------- 40 

years of service 

Bob Larkin ----------------40 

years of service 

John DeGrace ------------- 35 

years of service 

Jim Hoenerhoff ----------- 35 

years of service 

Mike Tizio ---------------- 30 

years of service 

Vaughn Fletcher --------- 25 

years of service 

Otto Wenger -------------- 25 

years of service 

Kris Ernst ----------------- 20 

years of service 

Jim Etzel ------------------ 20 

years of service 

Jerry Bailey --------------- 15 

years of service 

Don Gamsjager ----------- 15 

years of service 

George Zolnowski ------- 15 

years of service 

Rosie Fernandez ---------- 10 

years of service 

Erik Jensen ------------------ 5 

years of service 

Ute Mowry ------------------ 5 

years of service 

Guy Mueller ----------------- 5 

years of service 

Lucretia Perkins ----------- 5 

years of service 

Denise Pisaniello ----------- 5 

years of service 

 

Mikeõs 

award was 

signed and 

handed 

out by 

Janet Thi-

bault, 

Plant 

Manager.   

Congratulations and thank 

you all for your service.  

Steve Sorrells loves to dance! 

McHutchison Welcomes Steve Sorrells  
We are happy to wel-

come Steve Sorrells to 

the McHutchison fam-

ily.  Steve has been 

with us a few months 

but I was unable to an-

nounce him without a 

photo.  Rob Stirone 

was kind enough to 

supply that for me.  

Thanks Rob!  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve lives in Canton, 

NC with his lovely wife 

Phyllis.  We are 

pleased to have him 

with us.  Phyllis is 

Steveõs assistant and a 

pleasure to work with.  

Best of luck to you 

both.  Drop Steve a line 

at : ssor-

rells@mchutchison.com  

Service Awards Presented for 2011  
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I am taking this opportunity to introduce 
you to a new perennial vendor located in 
Southwest Michigan.  John den Haan, an 
immigrant from the Netherlands began 
growing bare root perennials in 1990 as a 
supplier for a local, Benton Harbor, 
wholesaler A.M. Grootendorst.  John had 
come to the United States as a nursery-
man, and worked for a few years at De-
Groot, before starting his own busi-
ness.  As the business grew with the addi-
tion of finished perennials, and cut flow-
ŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎΣ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ bŜŀƭΣ 
came back to the nursery to help his fa-
ther, after serving four years in the Navy.   

Neal wanted to take the business in a 
different direction, and though he contin-
ued to sell to Grootendorst, now A.M.G. 
Growers, he began to sell direct to cus-
tomers, believing that a better product 
could be provided if it was shipped di-
rectly from his coolers.  In 2008 A.M.G. 
went out of business, which created an 
availability of plants without a mar-

ket.  Late last spring Neal contacted me 
to see if I would be interested in selling 
his plants, after he found out about 
McHutchison from Stonehouse Nurs-
ery.  bŜŀƭΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ !ΦaΦDΦΣ ƘŀŘ 
given him a great feel for working with a 
broker, so it was a very easy fit for he and 
I to begin doing business. 

Now, the plants... Neal den Haan grows a 
very heavy, generously graded bare root 
perennial.  When he first showed me his 
list, I was struck by his large assortment 
of both peonies, and astilbe, which his-
torically have not been too available 
from Domestic growers.  Neal is always 
accessible on his cell phone (269-876-
77180), or via email nealden-
haan@dishmail.net.  I have had very 
good success selling off of his list, and to 
date have not had one claim, or even a 
complaint.  From the orders I have 
shipped the response from my customers 
has been praise of the product shipped. 

The nursery is about 15-20 acres of pro-
duction, and has about 30,000 square 
feet of very modern greenhouses.  Neal 
does grow some finished plugs, mainly 
grasses. He does grow/propagate many 
of his own liners to go into the field, as 
well.  Another feature that I have used, is 
having Neal contract grow finished per-
ennials, mainly natives, for landscape 
contract customers of mine, who have 
specific needs that cannot be met in the 
open market.  This has worked out very 

well for all involved. 

My suggestion, then, is to give John den 
Haan Nursery a try when you are out 
making perennial presentations.  The 
orders get confirmed right away, tags are 
available, and you will find Neal a very 
knowledgeable, and friendly  voice when 
you give him a call.  All of the product is 
shipped UPS, and everything is shipped 
from the coolers at his nursery.  Neal is 
also very closely tied with growers in 
Europe, so if there is something you 
would like him to source, he is very capa-
ble of doing so.  I have been very happy 
developing a relationship with Neal, and 
will continue to send orders his way 
whenever possible. 

Happy New Year!! 

Kris Ernst 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ bŜƛƭΩǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƘŜǊŜΦ 

https://sites.google.com/a/dishmail.net/
denhaan-availability/ 

The following reps traveled to 

Costa Rica to tour Florexpo.  

Vaughn Fletcher, Jim Etzel, 

Phil Perry, Scott Sauer, Scott 

Crownover, Daniel Hutton, 

Terry McCullough, Lori Craw-

ford, Kim Anders and Otto 

Wenger. 

Also in attendance were, Steve 

Huber, Mike Tizio, Janet Thi-

bault and Derron Ellis.  

Spotlight on our New Bare Root & Perennial Vendor  

Sales Representatives Travel to Visit Florexpo in Costa Rica  
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I received my 7th degree Black Belt in Taekwondo and my 5th degree Black Belt in Hapkido. The person standing directly next to 

me is my instructor Grand Master Olbeter.   The other instructor Grand Master Pejo, far left,  has just received his 8th degree the 

same day. Taekwondo is a Korean martial art known for its dynamic kicking and is in the Olympics.  I have been doing Taek-

wondo since 1982 and received my 1st black belt in 1985.  Hapkido is a self-defense martial art that uses arm bars, wrist locks, 

finger locks, take downs, judo throws & choke outs.  ~Terry McCullough   

At Right is a picture of my son Brian 

who is a student at Wake Forest Uni-

versity  in Winston -Salem, NC.   He is 

a freshman and I picked him up to 

bring him home for winter break.  20 

minutes north of Winston -Salem, is 

Pilot Mountain .  It is called this be-

cause its unique top is visible from 

Miles around and was used by the 

Indians and then later the Settlers as 

a way of guiding them through the 

Shenandoah Valley . ~Ken Day  

Terry McCullough Earns New Ranks  

Brian Day Comes Home From College For Winter Break  

Great news!  

Chris arrived home safe and sound from Afghanistan.  We thought you would all 

enjoy sharing in our happiness and seeing the photo we took at the airport of 

Chris and his wife Kristy . Thank you all for your 

(very welcome!) thoughts and prayers.  

~ Daniel  and Patti Hutton  

Welcome Home Chris Hutton  

Page 3 

          Hapkido  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_belt_%28martial_arts%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taekwondo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_belt_%28martial_arts%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hapkido
http://www.wfu.edu/
http://www.wfu.edu/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilot_Mountain_%28North_Carolina%29
http://www.shenandoahvalleyweb.com/
http://www.wfu.edu/
http://www.wfu.edu/


64 Mountain View Blvd.  

Wayne, NJ 07470  

Ph: 800-943-2230 

Fax: 866-243-8884 

info@mchutchison.com 

http://www.mchutchison.com  

This Holiday party found our return to the ground floor of 

McHutchison.  Mike Tizio worked very hard with contractors 

and employees to ready the rooms for our festivities.  We 

were lucky enough to have Rob Stirone visiting the office at 

the time of this event.  Rob even joined in on the grab bag.   

As we look to 2012, McHutchison wishes everyone a 

very happy and prosperous New Year. 

Pictured left, in front, are Toni, Morgana, Rosie Fernandez, Charlene & Ti-

ara Keeling. Behind them are, Torolf Haug, Chris Beggs, Kirsten, Fagerlund, 

Derron Ellis, Aiden Castori, Chris Hurtado, Josh Vink and  Linda Dubbeld .  

Pictured bottom left are Mickie DeFilippis, Sally Williamson, Magola DeCastro, Melanie Byrne, Kim Rossi, Mike Tizio and Suzan ne Kiefte.  

Pictured bot-

tom right are 

Kim Rossi, 

Sheilagh 

Colin, Ann 

Falstrom, Rob 

Stirone, Ute 

Mowry and 

Ellie Saro.  

Kathie Nemec Editor  

Ph: 973 - 317 - 1207 ex: 239  

Fax: 973 - 317 - 5750  

knemec@mchutchison.com  

McHutchison Celebrate the Holidays Together  

McHutchison Thanksgiving Feast  

Each year we all bring in a food item or 

supply and have ourselves a feast.  This 

years feast was wonderful as we all 

shared together how thankful we are.  

Thanks to the Social Committee for their 

hard work in organizing everything. 

Top left are Josh Vink, Chelsey Cahilly, Christ Hur-

tado, Mike Pezzillo, Gail Bassler, Lori Char, Ellie Saro, 

Magola DeCastro, Aiden Castori and Lucretia Perkins.  

Top Right are Debbie Pomasano, Toni Morgana, Kim 

Rossi and Josh Vink.  

Left are Lucretia Perkins, Susan Karg, Debbie Poma-

sano, Ute Mowry and Roe Moreno.  

McHutchison  
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