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Use 72, 84 or 105 trays for rooting. Stick one cutting per
cell.

Rooting is enhanced by treating cutting base with

1000 ppm IBA.

Maintain rooting temperature 65°-72° F.

Apply mist to keep leaves moist until roots appear

(about 14 days) then reduce frequency. Average rooting
time is 28 days.

Avoid over misting since cuttings are susceptible to loss
from Botrytis and Pythium during rooting. Fungicides may
be needed.

Rooting is also enhanced with 400 to 500 foot candles HID
lighting for 14 hours daily in mid winter crops.

Plant so liner mix surface is just below the level of growing
mix in the finished container.

Use well-drained, medium to coarse-textured growing
mixes.
Maintain pH is 5.8 to 6.2.

Thoroughly moisten growing mix with each irrigation or
fertigation.

Allow plants to dry slightly between irrigations.

Take care not to over water.

Good crop growth is obtained with 200 to 250 ppm N
fertigation from a complete N-P-K water soluble fertilizer.
The majority of N should be in the nitrate form. Avoid high
ammonia or urea fertilizers that encourage soft, stretched
growth.

The optimum growing mix EC range is 2.0 to 2.5 mS/cm
(SME).
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Fuller plants are obtained by pinching after plants are .
established in the finishing container, about 2 weeks

after planting. Allow 3 to 4 pairs of leaves to remain .
after pinching. .

Margarita Osteospermum are naturally compact, strong
branching and generally needs less growth regulation
than other series.

Effective PGRs include B-Nine, Bonzi and Cycocel

(or others with similar active ingredient).

However Cycocel can cause undesirable leaf yellowing.

Bonzi should be used only on a trial basis.

A 1500 ppm B-Nine spray is commonly used.

o First apply when new shoots after pinching are 12" .
long. Repeat every 2 weeks as needed but avoid
application once flower buds are visible. .

Early morning temperature dips and negative DIF also

help to reduce stretching.

For planting mid January until late February, under ideal temperatures as described above.
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Flowering occurs with both short and long days (day

neutral).

Faster flowering occurs with higher light intensities.

A cold period is not necessary to induce flowering

as with other some other Osteospermum series, but
production with lower temperatures will improve plant

and flower quality.

Plants prefer cool, bright conditions with good air

circulation.

Ideal day temperature: 63° to 68° F. Ideal night

temperature: 55° to 60° F.

Higher temperatures can result in stretched plants.
Lower temperatures can delay growth but mature crops

can be held at 40° to50° F.

Use maximum light intensity. Avoid shading from
overhead crops and use supplemental lighting with
400 to 500 foot candles HID lighting for 14 hours daily

in mid winter crops.

Crops may also be planted in low heat structures from September and October, pinched when established, and held at
40° F until after mid January when ideal temperatures are applied to accelerate growth and flowering.

Pot Size # liners Pinch
4"tosg" 1 Yes
6" 1to2 Yes
7" to 8" 3 Yes
10" basket/bowl 3tog Yes
12" basket/bowl 5 Yes

Space
6"x6"
8"x 8"
10" x 10"
16" x 16"
18" x 18"

Crop Time
9 weeks
10 weeks
10 weeks
12 weeks
15 weeks

« See pesticide labels for registered use, rates and
application methods for prevention and control of the

Key insect pests are aphids, whitefly, thrips and leaf
miners.

Key diseases are botrytis leaf blight, phythopthora and
pythium root rot and occasionally powdery mildew. It is
important to avoid over watering, use proper spacing,
and provide good air circulation around plants. Foliage
must be dry before night.

For more information:

Fides North America

(805) 525-7125
info@fidesnorthamerica.com
www.fidesnorthamerica.com

above insect pests and diseases.
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